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Company Profile

Sustainable Growth Texas (SGTX) — composed of Sustainable Growth Houston LLC, Sustainable Growth
Central Texas LLC, and Sustainable Growth North Texas LLC —is a small Texas firm with headquarters in
Granger, TX and service centers in Houston, Dallas, and Central Texas. We are an agricultural-based,
customer-service oriented company that provides soil testing, consultancy, and biological soil and land
management services.

First and foremost, we are soil biology specialists. Sustainable Growth Texas specializes in the blending
and custom application of a bio-spray containing liquid compost extract, biological inoculants, minerals,
and carbon sources. Application of this liquid biological amendment promotes an abundant population
of diverse soil organisms. This is a practical and affordable way to promote plant health because soil
biology influences every aspect of soil health and crop productivity: nutrient cycling, residue
decomposition, soil structure, and disease suppression.

As an agricultural-based company, we have extensive field experience with soils, equipment, cultural

practices, land assessment, laboratory testing, field monitoring, and research. We use innovative soil

analysis methods to ascertain soil chemistry and soil biology parameters to gauge the fertility and
ecological status of soils. These tests al-so prov
or fungal-dominated plant ecosystem.

This set of skills and technology applies equally well to agricultural lands, urban landscapes, and
revegetation sites. Including current and past work, SGTX has clientele management and project
contracts for pastures, ranches, croplands, prairie restoration, pecan orchards, vineyards, roadside tree
plantings, urban landscapes, and revegetation sites including mine reclamation, flood detention basins,
and roadside turfgrass in Texas.

Sustainable Growth Texas is committed to providing a user-friendly service to our clients. Our motto is
Better Soil, Better Life. We help customers care for their land by restoring and feeding life in the Soil.
Our goal is to create a functioning eco-system that promotes healthy soils, healthy plants, healthy
animals and healthy people.
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Prairie Restoration

The vast, majestic prairies once stretched from Canada to Texas, but
are now endangered.

Ranchers that manage native prairies for grazing and haying, as well
as land owners with degraded prairie lands, need assistance in
managing these remaining stands and restoring land to its natural
prairie condition.

The goal of the SGTX prairie restoration program is to promote a
fungal soil ecology, mycorrhizal colonization, seedling
establishment, and natural growth and regeneration of native grass
and prairie stands.

SGTX specializes in an ecological approach to prairie restoration and
native grasses.

Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Land Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application

Native pasture management recommendations
Grazing management recommendations

Cultural practices, mowing, & haying recommendations
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Roadside Tree Establishmel

TXDOT has the largest roadside tree planting program in the United
States that, in addition, is managed with organic fertilizers and
biological amendments.

SGTX helped TXDOT develop specifications for the application of
liquid compost extract and biological amendments, and has directly
treated over 125,000 trees in the Houston District.

foodweb approach to land management and roadside tree plantings
in Texas.
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Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Tree, Soil, and Site Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application
Tree root injections and foliar applications
Mycorrhizal application

Training and education
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Revegetation Managemen

Revegetation sites pose special challenges due to large-scale sites
with poor soil structure, compaction, impermeability, and poor soil
fertility.

SGTX helped the Sandow Mine in Rockdale, TX, solve poor tree
establishment problems with application of liquid biological
amendments and through technical training on tree planting
methods.

In Houston, SGTX has worked with Harris County Flood Control
District, Harris County Parks Department, and home developers on
revegetation projects including application of liquid biological
amendments and technical training on soil biology.

Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Soil, Site, and Vegetation Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application
Tree root injections and foliar applications
Education and training

Research
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Urban Landscapes & Municipal Par

Homeowners and municipal park departments are looking for
environmentally-friendly methods of landscape maintenance.

SGTX, through its subsidiary company Soils Alive, manages over
1,300 urban landscape properties in Houston, Austin, and Dallas.

SGTX collaborated with Austin Parks Department on a field trial
investigating the use of biosolids and liquid compost extract on the
establishment of native and turfgrass vegetation.

Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Soil and Site Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application
Pest and disease management

Horticultural recommendations

Education and training
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Biological Pasture Managemer

Cattle ranchers need a year-round supply of grass and legume
forages in abundant supply and with a nutritious content.

Cattle management includes grazing and haying operations, fencing,
breeding, minerals, natural worm and fly control, and marketing.
Animal health and performance is the bellwether of a successful
system.

The goal of the SGTX biological pasture management program is to
promote grass establishment, root health, ecological functioning
(e.g., dung beetles, worms, leguminous nitrogen fixation), plant
diversity, and a year-round supply of nutritious forages.

SGTX specializes in the management of grass-fed beef.

Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Land Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application
Grazing management recommendations

Pasture management recommendations

Cultural practices, mowing, haying recommendations
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Biological Orchard Viticulture Management

Orchard and vineyard owners are looking for an alternative to
chemical fertilizers and pesticides.

The goal of the SGTX biological orchard and viticulture management
program is to promote root health, mycorrhizal colonization,
ground-floor vegetation, nutrient cycling and fertility, tree and vine
health, and horticultural yield and fruit quality.

SGTX has helped several commercial pecan orchards transition to
organic production methods using a biological approach.

Client Services

Soil Testing and Interpretation

Soil and Site Assessment

Custom bio-spray formulation and application
Orchard management recommendations
Organic farming recommendations
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Key Personnel

BetsyRoss, CEOf Sustainable Growth Texas

Betsy Ross is CEO of Sustainable Growth Texas. In partnership with her brother Joe David Ross, DVM, who runs the

Ross family ranch in Sutton County, Betsy manages the 530-acre Ross Farm cattle operation in Williamson County.

Together, they raise and market all-natural grassfed beef under the "Betsy Ross Grassfed Beef" label to Whole

Foods and People's Pharmacy in Austin, TX. | n 200 2, Bet sy and Joe OlRssandingl wer e aw
Forage Producer in Texas” by the Texas Forage and Gr as:

After assuming management of Ross Farm in 1992, Betsy observed that continued use of conventional fertilizers

and herbicidesresultsi n a ¢l assi cal “pesticide treadmill ™. Whi | e
the use of liquid compost extracts and fertility blends to manage large tracts of land in Texas. Her interest in

understanding and managing soil biology led to her becoming a Certified Soil Foodweb Advisor in 2004, the

culmination of a two-year training program. Sustainable Growth Texas as a consultancy and biological services

company developed into a full-scale business on request from farmers and ranchers in Texas seeking similar

performance on their lands. Betsy earned a B.S. degree the University of Texas in 1959 and an MBA from UT in

1980.

James Ross Builte President, Sustainable Growth Texas and Soils Alive Addtiiston LLC

James Ro0 s s théPRreRdent & Sustaindblae Growsh Texas. JR earned a B.S. degree in Kinesiology from
Angelo State University in 1991. Prior to joining Ross Farm in 2000, he taught at the junior high and senior high
school levels while coaching football and athletics for ten years.

JR, a founding co-owner of Sustainable Growth Texas, has been involved in every aspect of management,
application, and business development of the company. In the past nine years he has personally managed and
treated hundreds of farms, ranches, orchards, and landscape sites. JR has attended seminars and received
advanced training on the soil foodweb, composting, compost teas, on-site microscopy, soil fertility and laboratory
testing, and organic farming. The combination of his field experience and professional training in soil foodweb
theory and application has helped JR develop key innovations in equipment, liquid biological amendment
formulations, and soil and plant management schemes for the company. On top of that, JR knows people and how
to get the job done.

Michael Bosca Founder, Soils Alive LLC / President, Sustainable Growth North Texas LLC

Michael Bosco is the founder of Soils Alive LLC and President of Sustainable Growth North Texas LLC. Michael grew
up in the structural pest control business, working for the Bosco family-run Rid-All Pest Control, Inc. He graduated
from Tarleton State University in 1997 with a degree in Plant and Soil Science. As an outgrowth of his interest in an
ecological approach to soil and landscape management, Michael founded Soils Alive LLC in 1998, the Dallas-based
company which offers an organic fertilization program and personalized service to homeowners and landscape
clients. He has attended seminars on the soil foodweb, composting, compost teas, and related organic
horticultural topics to further the business. Michael is licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture in
Ornamentals, Weeds, and Aquatic pest control. He became an ISA Certified Arborist in 2008.

Kim Builta, CFO of Sustainable Growth Texas

Kim Builta is the Chief Financial Officer for Sustainable Growth Texas. Kim earned a BBA in Accounting from Texas
Christian University in 1988 and is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA). She worked in various positions as a
financial analyst, public accountant, and internal auditor for 14 years, then was Director of Accounting for Eanes
ISD for 3 years prior to joining SGTX in 2006.
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Steve Diver, AgriculturaConsultantand Researcher, Sustainable Growth Texas

Steve Diver is a full-time agricultural consultant and researcher with Sustainable Growth Texas. He earned B.S.
(1981) and M.S. (1984) degrees in Horticulture from Oklahoma State University, then worked as Extension
Horticulturist and Agriculture Agent in Muskogee and Mclntosh counties for four years. He managed a certified
organic farm in Missouri in 1988-1989. He was a Senior Agriculture Specialist with the ATTRA - National
Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, a USDA-funded program managed by National Center for Appropriate
Technology, for 18 years prior to joining Sustainable Growth Texas in 2007.

Steve is an internationally recognized author and speaker drawing upon extensive training and research in holistic
soil and land management systems. He has written hundreds of technical publications, articles, and reports on
horticultural and agronomic subjects and spoken at dozens of seminars, conferences, and international symposia
on topics relating to ecological soil management, farm-scale composting, compost teas, microbial inoculants, cover
crops, agroforestry, and permaculture. Steve served on the NOSB Compost Tea Task Force in 2003-2004 and is a
current member of the Science and Technical Advisory Committee for The Organic Center which publishes in-
depth state of science reports.

John St. Pe, Agricultural Operations Manag&ustainable Growth Texas

John St Pe joined Ross Farm in 2004 and became the full-time agricultural operations manager for Sustainable

Growth Texas in 2005. John grew up in rural Texas and has a background in agriculture, rodeoing, farm equipment

repair, and construction work. After working the cattle for Betsy Ross Grassfed Beef he decided the natural

approach is the future of agriculture and started attending seminars on the soil foodweb, compost teas, and

sustainable farming. Since joining the company, John has applied the SGTX bio-spray program to tens of

thousands of acres of pasturelands across the state of
what works in terms of soils and pasture performance.
has been instrumental in helping Sustainable Growth design and alter trucks, tanks and spray equipment to work

under demanding field conditions and heavy usage schedules.

Justin CernochGeneralManager, Soils Alive Dallas

Justin Cernoch joined Soils Alive in 1999, bringing ten years of experience in the lawn and landscape business
including seven years in management. He is the General Manager for Soils Alive Dallas and oversees all customer
accounts and crew schedules. He is a licensed certified applicator in all categories of Lawns and Ornamentals by
the Structural Pest Control Board of Texas.

Danny Patrick, Operations Technician, Sustainable Growth Houston

Danny Patrick attended classes at Lamar University in Beaumont, TX, then worked in the pest control business as a
certified applicator. He joined Sustainable Growth Houston in 2007 and manages organic and biological
applications for Houston operations. He is licensed by the Texas Department of Agriculture as a Certified
Applicator in Ornamental Turf & Plant, Pest & Weed Control.

ScienceTechnology and Achievements

Sustainable
Growth

Texas www.sustainablegrowthtexas.com



SGTX pioneered the use of liquid compost extracts (LCE) and liquid biological amendments (LBA) for broad-
scale land management in Texas and has received national recognition for advancing this technology.

SGTX has the capacity to produce 2,000 to 3,000 gallons of liquid compost extract per hour, continuously, at
each of its service centers.

SGTX treated over 11,000 acres of pastureland in Texas with its bio-spray program in 2008 and over 125,000
roadside trees with its foliar bio-spray and tree root injection program in 2007-2009.

SGTX has collaborated with researchers at Texas A& M, University of North Texas, and United States
Department of Agriculture on field experiments and pot trials to assess soil management and plant growth.
These collaborations included literature review, research design and experimental protocols performed by
SGTX in support of this research.

To provide guidance on soil conditions and plant succession, SGTX has amassed soil test data from a wide
range of plant ecosystems, farms, orchards, and landscapes including the Blackland Prairies, East Texas, North
Central Texas, West Texas, the Post-Oak Savanna, and Gulf Coastal Prairie regions of Texas.

SGTX has provided training on soil foodweb processes and microbial ecology at seminars and conferences to
hundreds of participants in Texas.

A special feature of the SGTX approach is the ability to read soil tests, interpret the results, picture goals of the
landowner, and put into motion a shift in below-ground soil biology which influences an above-ground plant
succession.
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